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PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.
IN SENATE.

Thuisdav, September 19.In continuation.
Tho Senate having under consideration the bill entitled
An act making appropriation* for the civil and diplomatic

expenses ef the Government for the year ending the 30th of
of June, 1851, and for other purposes," numerous amend-
ments were disposed of, as reported in the Intelligoncer on

Friday morning.
Mr. HUNTER. I submit the following amendment :

For the expenses of the agent of the Sublime Porte, ten

thousand dollars, to be disbursed under the direction of the
Secretsry of Slate."

Mr. President, I am instructed to offer this amendment by
the Committee on Foreign Relations. We are assured by
gentlemen of much experience that it is customary in Chris¬
tian countries! who receive such agents from the East, to

support the agents while they are with them. There are

reasons existing why this should be dene in this caae. They
probably came to this coontry under some assurance that
something of this sort would be done. The dignity of the
nation, as well as custom and usage, requires that it should
be done. The Committee on Foreign Relations have there¬
fore instructed me to offer this amendment. U is also re¬

commended by the Department of Stats.
Mr. DAWSON. I should like to have sornn information

on this poiut before voting on this appropriation- I should
like to know the reasons why this appropriation is to be made-
Some gentlemen who have been in foreign countries can per¬
haps tell us whether it is usual or not for a country to make
an appropriation (or an agent sent by a foreign government.

Mr. HUNTER. The honorable Senator from Michigan
(Mr. Cass) has received a letter from Mr. John P. Brown,
Dragoman at Constantinople, that will perhaps explain the
matter.
The letter waa sent to the Secretary's desk and read, as

follows:
Niw Yobk, September, 1850.

Hohobed Sir : 1 beg the honor of addressing you a few
lines from this place, where I am spending a day or two pre¬
vious to visiting Washington. I left Constantinople on the
20th of May, on a short leave of absence of six months from
the present Minister Resident, Mr. Marsh, to visit my native
country. With the exception of a few months in 18355*36, I
have been in the East since 1829. I have been favored by a

passage home in the United States storeship " Erie,"com¬
manded by my cousin, Lieut. Commanding W. D. Porter,
who kindly invited my wife, mother, and self tojoin him for
that purpose at Genoa.
You are aware of the policy I pursued at the Porte during

the occurrences of the last year. I have every reason to be¬
lieve that it was successful in creating better feelings towards
our Government and countrymen in general, on jhe part of
the Sultan and his Ministers, than had heretofore existed. I
need not, honored sir, repeat here how much I was supported
and aided in thia by your own noble and generoua language in
the Senate in favor of the young Sultan, who has well merited
your approval of his conduct. When 1 had ascertained that
Mr. Marsh was disposed to favor me with a short conge, I in¬
formed the Grand Vizier, Richid Pacha, and his Minister of
Foreign Affairs, of my intended visit to my country in the
" Erie," and suggested to him the propriety of sending an

agent of the Sultan to the United States with me. To aid His
Highness in obtaining the Sultan's sanction to this, I also re¬

commended that an officer of the navy ahould be selected, who
would be able to cultivate more intimate and friendly relations
with our Government, and, at the same time, to profit by an

examination of our naval establishments, our building yards,
factories of machinery, manufactories, he. It hasalways been
an object of ambition with me to induce the Porte to purchase
machinery and steamers, and to employ Americans in its ser¬

vice in place of Englishmen ; and I cannot devise a better
method of effecting this than by rendering it, in a forcible man¬
ner, acquainted with the resources of my own country, and its
means of furnishing them as good, if not, indeed, better and
cheaper than from England. His Highness was much pleased
with my proposal, and thauked me for an opportunity of open¬
ing closer relations with a country which, he said, " is destined
to take so important a place in the family of nations." He
added that the mission would be one ofmuch advantage to his
Government, and begged me to arrange it at once with the
Capudan Pacha. When 1 had ao far settled the matter as to
render its success a certainty, 1 communicated it to fir. Marsh,
who, I need not add, was much gratified with it.
An officer of the Sultan's Marine, or rather of the Staff of

the Admiralty, Amin Bey, with the rank of a commander and
major, was selected to accompany me. He has a secretary,
interpreter, and a seal bearer, or personal attendant, withhim.
Among a people were none have much education, Amin Bey
stands high for his knowledge of geography, navigation, and
general information. On account of the knowledge of Eng¬
lish, which they possess, it was at first proposed to send one

of the officers who had been educated in England, but I object¬
ed to it, and asked for one who had never been out of the East,
and whose impressions would all be our own. So that the
Capudan Pacha gave me, as he expressed it, one "wholly a
Turk." Amin Bey has already been charged with other mis¬
sions by his Government. He was sent a few years sgo to
the Imaura of Muscat, and during the recent Hungarian strug¬
gle on the frontiers of Turkey and Hungary, in both cases with
entire satisfaction to the Sultan. He is warmly prepossersed
in favor of our great country, and the superior genius of its
people. He is acquainted with you as the generous advocate
of his sovereign, and I beg your permission to present him to
you on our arrival at Washington.

^a,» t®lul **r» been the guest ofour Government.
Mr. Marsh having officially requested Captain Porter to con¬

vey him to the United 8tates, he came from Genoa, where we

embarked in the Erie, to this place, free of any expense what¬
ever, and I am particularly desirous that he should, if possi¬
ble, continue to be its guest so long as he remains in the Uni¬
ted States. Our departure from Constantinople was so hur¬
ried (so as to meet the Erie) that it was not determined on by
the Porte what character he should hold in the United States
and his instructions, kc. are to meet him at Washington. I
recommended to the Minister of Foreign Affairs that, in ad¬
dition to the character of a special agent, he should'be also
accredited by his Excellency to the Secretary of 8tate. Be¬
lieving that this would be the case, he has, at my request,
been received on board the Erie, and treated as a Cnarte
d'Affaires.
The Sultan has been so generous to my countrymen.in

some instances on my own request.that I feel this is an oc¬

casion when my own Government might evince its apprecia¬
tion of his conduct by extending its hospitality to tne first
agent he has been pleased to send to the United States. This
would be in accordance with a common Oriental custom. The
recent noble and magnanimous conduct of the young Sultan
towards the brave but unfortunate Hungarians, has, I nave the
imnrsssion, elevated him in the estimation of roost Americans;
and I believe they will be well disposed to be civil and hospi¬
table tpwards his representative. I have conceived so high an
estimation of the young Sultan's conduct on these occasions,
and of his usual generosity, that he will hereafter, at all
times, possess my good word, however humble it may be.

I have written from this city to the honorable Secretary of
State in behalf of my companion. Mr. Marsh has also recom¬
mended that he ahould be attended by an intelligent offioer of
the navy during his visits to our different public establish¬
ments. My long voyage haa nearly consumed the whole of
my short leave ol absence, and, without the President will be
pleased to prolonr it a month or two, I must soon return to
my post. Amin Bey's visit is limited to my own, and hia stay
will not, consequently, be longer than two or three months."

I feel thst an apology, much honored sir, is needed for the
unintentional length of this letter, which, I fear, may occupy
more ofyour time than its subject calls for. May 1 take tne

liberty of recommending Mr. Amin Bey to your friendly pro¬
tection, and beg that, in case it meets with your approbation,
you will kindly add your own influence to procure for him the
"°*P"tality of the Government.
Hoping soon to have the honor of offering my respects in

person, I remain, honored sir, most respectfully, your obedi-

enu*erT?nt' JOf*N p- BKOWN.
Hon. Lxwis Cass, Washington, D. C.
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, that letter waa addressed to

I j .Brown, as I happen to have known him. When

w'L1 Wiat up ,0 ^ Department of State and said
o r. e ter that the appropriation should be made. He

"nd wrote a note which is in
*. R-

» agreeably to the rite, of Oriental hospitality. The
agent who is now here the first we have ever received fro^
the Sublime Porte. It » not to be presumed that such a

pracuce w.ll continue. If a regular arob.«.dor or minister
should come here, it would not be necessary. But a political
agent has been sent here to collect information ; and there is
not a nation in Europe that haa not repeatedly extended the
flies of hospitality to Mussulman sgenta. It is according to
Esstern uosge. The dollarayou give will be repaid by thou-
sands. It will have a favorable impression on the 8ultsn
This is the first agent that he has ever sent across the Atlan¬
tic- It is not the amount of money : that would not weigh
with the Turkish Government a moment. But it is the re-

.pect psid to the Sublime Porte by the great American

.nation.
Mr. TURNEY, Mr. President, a few moments ago we

were told by the Chairman of tbe Committee on Finance
that all abuses were continued.that none were Reformed;
and that they were daily increasing. I tbink that is tbe case.

No abuse is reformed, but the abuaea are daily increasing. I
think the present proposition is on* of that description. We
have before us a proposition to create thia mission, at an ex¬

ponas of $10,000 a year, bottomed upon a private letter, ad¬
dressed to a Senator, to ho sure, bnt msrked " private." As
the 8enator from Michigan informed us, he look that letter'

and went to the Secretary of State and suggested to him the
propriety of this appropriation.

Mr. FOOTE. This appropriation u not baaed on that

letter, but baaed on a letter of the Secretary of State. I
would inform the gentleman that the letter to which he re era

was only read for information. He is entirely miataken, alao,
in regard to the object of tbia provision. It is not to appro-
priate $10,000 a year for the purpose of sustaining a mission

from Turkey ; but it ia to appropriate $10,000, or as much of
it as may be necessary, tocow the expenaea of the agent who
it hare. It may be that not more than #2,000 or #3,000 may
be neceasaiy. I have aome additional lettera in my posses-
aion. Here ia a letter of the Secretary of 8tate.

Mr. TURNE Y. I remarked before that thia appropriation
ia bottomed upon a private letter. I reiterate the assertion.
The 8enator from Michigan informed us that with this letter
be went to the Department of 8tate and urged the necessity
of an appropriation. The Secretary of State, upon reading
the letter, concurred with him in opinion ? and wrote a eiter,
upon which the Benator from Miaaiaaippi informs us this ap¬
propriation ia bottomed. If yon Uke away this private com¬

munication nothing will be left upon which thia appropmiiou
can stand. The idea originated in thia private letter.

Sir, Senators may tell ua that this is not to be continued. I
with the chairman of the Committee on Finance, tba

abuses are not corrected; that none are reformed ; but that
they are daily increasing. If you make thia appropriation at
the present time, at the next andon you will be called upon
to make a similar one.

I' Mr. EWING. Mr."President, I have an impression that
a sitoilar appropriation waa made in the time of Mr. Jefferson,
or Mr. Madison, for the benefit of an agent in one of the
Barbary States. I may not be correct in this, but I think 1
am. 1 would inquire of some gentleman, whoee memory ex¬
tends a little further back than mine, if this ia not the caae.

Mr. CASS. It waa done in Mr. Jefferson's time.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I have been notic¬

ing the appropriation bills for the last fifteen years, and this
amendment is the first thing of the kind I have witnessed. 11
we are to adopt it, it aeema to me that we ought to have a

precedent. The 8enator from Ohio ahould find that there is

some such precedent aathat to which be refers. I (Jo not ob¬
ject to thia appropriation because it is based upon a private
communication so much as to the principle of it. I object to
it upon the ground that it involves a principle upon which the
foreign intercourse of thia country ought not to be carried on.
We have adopted a conatitutional provision, prohibiting any
ofour diplomatic servants from receiving presents from foreign
nations. I look upon this aa a violation of the apirit of that very
constitutional provision. Your diplomatic agents are not al¬
lowed to receive presents from foreign nations, but you give
presents to the diplomatic agents of other Governments, l ou

are not willing to sell yourselves, but you are willing to buy
others, I suppose. I admit there ia aome diaUnction in that
respect. But I put it to the 8enate and the country
whether it is proper for us, in any shape, to tolerate, by a

precedent of thia sort, the paying tbe expenses of agents of
foreign nations who may be aent here. This will be but the
entering wedge to pay their expenaea. You must extend it
to their aalaries.

Unless I can aee some precedent, aome practice, in the his¬
tory of our Government which jualifiea thia expenditure, I
ahall vote against it. I ahould like to aee how many of ua are in

favor of 8etting a precedent of thia aort. I therefore ask the
yeas and naya on the amendment.

Mr. DAVIS, of Masaachuaetta. I am glad the yeas and
naya have been called. I am quite willing to record my vote
in favor of the proposed amendment. Gentlemen aay that they
are acting without information. I take it they have seen the
agent from the 8ultan of Turkey sitting in thia room this veiy
morning. -They know that he ia here, and they know that he
is the accredited agent to thia Government from the Sultan of

Turkey. Gentlemen say they need precedenta for a measure
of this kind. Why, this ia founded on a uaage which exists in

the East. The firat token of salutation and friendship there
ordinarily is some act of hoapitality, and if you intend to culti¬
vate friendship and good feeling, and an intercourse which
shall be advantageoua to ua, you must pay aome respect to
that sentiment and principle which prevails there. It ia only
a few yeara since we received a present from the Imaum of
Muacat. Some four homes, I believe, were sent to thia Govern¬
ment aa a present, and as they were sent as tokens offriendship,
the Government did not see fit to reject them. They were a

preaent which had no uaefulneaa to the Government, but the
present waa accepted in a reapectful manner, and the veaael
which brought them to our aborea having suffered serious dam¬
age from distress by weather, thia Government repaired it at
its own expense, and, in addition, auitable and proper presents
were returned in her, at her departure. Here, then, we

have an agent aent to ua by the 8ultan for the first time.
It is the first movement on the part of the Government of
Turkey to establish an intercourse with ub. We have bad a

good deal of intercourae with them. We have had a minister
there for some time, and we have considerable commerce with
the various ports of Turkey. It is therefore of some impor¬
tance to receive thia agent in a manner that will establish
friendly relations between the countries, and thia perhapa is

the mode of all othera by which to accomplish that object. It
is agreeably to the uaages which exist in the country from
which he comes, and while I am not authorized to say that it
is expected of us, yet I can very confidently aay that it will
be agreeable to them, and this sum of money would proba¬
bly be as profitably laid out in thia way as it would be in any
other mode in which you could dispose of it. It seems to me

that both duty and policy concur in recommending this amend¬
ment. '

. .

Mr. SEWARD. I thank the honorable Senator who has
recalled the incident of the visit of the ambaasador who came

with a present from the Imaum of Muscat- If I remember
well, the ambaaaador was not in the roll of common men.

He waa a minuter at home.a Secretary of State. I passed
through the Navy Yard, at Brooklyn, with him. Among the
objects of curiosity and interest there, I pointed his notice to

an exquiaite bust of Washington. He looked upon it thought-
fully, and inquired 41 who waa Washington > I thwk that
the quality of hospitality, like the "quality of mercy,"

" ia twice bleaaed:
It bleaseth him that givea, and him that takes;
'Tia mightiest in the mightiest."

If we were seeking how such a nation as this might em¬

ploy the small aum indicated in the most beneficial manner, I
think we should find it in disseminating among the nations
and the people of the Eaat knowledge of the inatitutions, the
arts, and the hiatory of the Weal.knowledge of the progress
of human aociety. The Turk ia a willing learner. Let us
receive him with the rites of his own native hospitality.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. One word more, sir. The argu¬
ment of the Senator from New York is an invitation to all
the nations of the earth to come here to go to schoel, [laugh¬
ter].to acquire a knowledge of our institutions and of the
men who have dignified our nation. The gentleman's argu¬
ment, if it means any thing, meana that we are under the
guiae of hospitality to invite the nations of the world to send
commercial agenu here, with a view of disseminating infor¬
mation amongst them. 8ir, if that ia the career we are to
enter upon, we ahall want money enough to appropriate to
the reception hospitably of the agenU from all the nationa of
the Eaat who may choose to send their public men here to be
better instructed concerning our institutions. As to the anec¬
dote of the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis,) it is
certainly very commendable to the heart and feelings of the
Pasha, who would take auch care of the ship aa not to allow
a bird to fly over it; but how it bears upon this question I
have not discernment enough to perceive.

Mr. FOOTE. I deaired very much to have been heard
upon this subject somewhat at length, but I think that it has
been already amply diacuseed, and the proposition before us

vindicated by others most successfully. I have heard nothing
that calls the propriety of the appropriation proposed into
aerious quesiion, either from the Senator from Kentucky,
(Mr. U»Diawoon,)'or from the other gentlemen who have
opposed it. To be sure, it is supposed to be quite a popular
thing now-a-days, and not a little calculated to conciliate in

certain quartera, to be recognised as one who is anxious be¬
yond ordinary men to save ihe public money, and to retrench
the expenses of Government. But, sir, after all that can be
said in opposition to Governmental expenditures, it must be

acknowledged that some necessary expenses must from time
to time be incurred, and perhaps the expenses of Government
must in this country be expected to increase, whilst the coun¬
try itaelf ia advancing, and its resources ere in a course of rapid
and continuous development.
Now, what is the proposition before ua It seems that an

accomplished official 8gent haa been aent here from I urkey
for the purpose of examining our country and iu institutions,
and reporting thereon, with a view to estsblishing hereafter
more intimate social relations between the Sublime Porle and
the United States, and to open a free and unrestricted com¬
merce hereafter, which cannot be otherwise than highly «dvan-
Ugeous to both parties. No one has yet denied the probability
of our profiting greatly hereafter, both pecuniarily and other¬
wise, by such commerc;al intercourse ; nor haa ths constitu
tional power of Congresa to make such an appropriation as is
now asked been denied by any one. The people of Turkeydiffer from us materially in language, manners, social institu¬
tions, and in religion < and the question with us now simplyis, whether we ahall use those conciliatory means which are
within our reach for the purpose of extinguishing that preju¬dice which has naturally sprung up between two races so die-

similar, when by so doing we shall remove til existing obrta-
clea to that advantageous commercial intercourse which i» on
varieui accounts so desirable > The Department of State has
supposed that it might be expedient at the present time to
treat this gentleman civilly, kindly, and liberally, to facilitate
his researches, and to enable him advantageously to scrutinize
our institutions and people, so that he may go home to the
people whom he repreeenta and report concerning us ju"f'7and truthfully, and in such manner as to obliterate prejudice
and establish amity and friendly conespondeoce. The ques¬
tion before us is, in fact, a question of hospitality, coupled
with thoee considerations of policy already stated.
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Ubdibwood) says we

had better aend " a keepsake" to the Sultan. What sort of
keepsake, pray, does be wish sent ? I was really quite sur¬

prised to hesr such language from the 8enator from Kentucky,
and can hardly understand its application to the proposition
under consideration.'
Buf it is said that the amendment before us is based upon a

private letter. It ia true that attention was first called to this
subject by a private letter from a gentleman well and favora¬
bly known, a gentleman who haa lately acted not only as our

dragoman at Constantinople, but also as charg6, and in both
capacities has acquired much standing. Upon the reception
of that very interesting letter, the 8enator from Michigan,
as he has informed ua, thought proper to have recourse to
the Secretary of State, and the latter gentleman, upon con¬

sidering the matter, did not hesitate to recommend tha appro-
prisiion now asked for. It ia the letter of<hat functionary upon
which the action now proposed is in fact ehtelly baaed. 1
hold in my hand the letter from Mr. Markoe, a gentleman
connected with ihe Department of State, to the Senator from
Michigan, in which Mr. Webster's viewa upon the aubject
are conveyed. He saya :
" M* Deah Sib : I have read to Mr. Webster your note

to me, and Mr. Brown's letter to you. Mr. Webster thmlts
it would be exceedingly well to extend that hospitality whi®n
you suggest to Amin Bey, the informal agent ot the I urkisn
Government. But to do this there must be an appropriation
made in some of the appropriation bills, the Department hav¬
ing no funds. If now that the civil and diplomatic bill is be¬
fore the Senate, a suitable appropriation could be inserted in

that bill, Mr. Webster would quite concur in its propriety,
and extend the courtesy of the Government to Amin Hey.
Mr. Brown has not written to the Department ot State on
the subject."

Mr. Webster's note is short. He says :

"I think Mr. Brown's estimate for the entertainment of
the Turkish minister is too small. It would be better to put
it at $10,000."

So we have a deliberate recommendation from the Secre¬
tary of Slate upon the subject, and yet the honorable 8enator
from Kentucky, (Mr. Uhdbbwood,) under such circum-

atances, opposes the appropriation, on the ground that there
ia no precedent for it. 8ir, there are no precedents for a great
many good things which I hope to see accomplished here¬
after ; but I think if we had time to look through two or three
volumes to which we all have access, there would be found
at least one precedent.that alluded to by the 8enator from
Ohio. I have a vague recollection that a similar appropria¬
tion was made in the time of Mr. Jefferson for a similar pur¬
pose, and the 8enator from Michigan ia under the same im¬

pression ; but it is really not worth while to discuss the subject
further. It is a very amall matter to have produced so much
controversy.

. , ,

Mr. PEARCE. The case in Mr. Jefferson s time which
has been referred to, I suppose to be that of Hamet Caramalli.
If fo, it ia not a case in point. Hamet wai never in the
United States. He was the son of the Baabaw of 1 ripoli.
His father was deposed and murdered, as well as his elder
brother, by Yussuff, who was the reigning Bashaw during
our war with that Power. It was Hamet who made the alli¬
ance with Gen. Eaton, and abared in the celebrated expedi¬
tion which penetrated that country for several hundred miles,
and was only arrested while in full and successful career by
the peace with Tripoli. In the stipulations of the treaty of
peace no provision was made for Hamet, nor was any arrange¬
ment made for the redemption of his family, who were held
in captivity by the usurper. He retired to Smyrna, and from
that place applied to the Government of the United States for
some relief, which was granted.

There was, in Mr. Jefferson's time, I think, an envoy from
the Emperor of Morocco, but I do not know that he was con¬

sidered ai the guest of the nation. I rather think not. I
have not been able to find any other case.
The Government of Turkey does not aefray the expenses

of the European ministera accredited to then^. They do
constantly defray the expenses of the Persian mission, as I

I have been.told ; and when recently the Pope, for the first
time, sent a nuncio to Constantinople, his expenses were paid
by the'Porte. I do not suppose that this will be expected of
us, but it will probably be regarded as an evidence of good
feeling on our part, and it may have a favorable influence in

Tuikey. I do not know that I should have proposed it, but
since others have openly proposed I will vote for it.

Mr. DICKIN80N. This recommendation comes from
the Committee on Foreign Relations. It is the first I have
heard of it, not being on that committee, and I am aorry to
differ with so learned and honorable a committee as that.
But, sir, I can see no reason to justify us at this time, with
the extravagant appropriations which we are compelled to
make to carry on and discharge the ordinary functions of the
Government, in adding to it® other functions that of .t hospi¬
tality." I am opposed to the amendment, therefore, upon
principle, and upon the ground of expediency. This bill ap-I propriates nearly seven millions cf dollars now, and whilst
we should not stop the ordinary operations of the Government,
because the appropriations seem extravagantly large, yet that
is a first rate reason why we should not pass beyond. I
will not occupy the time of the 8enate, though I could state
reasons at length against the expediency of this amendment.
I have prepared a financial history of this country, which it
would take me a day, or perhaps more, to bring forward, and
my ambition would be gratified by an opportunity of doing
so, since I have prepared it by great l»bor; but I shall forego
the privilege which I would otherwise ask. I shall perhaps
commit it to the press hereafter; but as we cannot afford
time, I will let it go by for the present. I do hope that 8en-
ators will confine themselves to a simple statement of facts
and reasons, as speeches and arguments on these questions
are not 1 eteoed to, aud they only consume time most un-

profitably.
Mr. BUTLER. This proposition s:ruck me as I came into

the Senate somewhat with surprise. If the appropriation is
made, it may perhaps answer the end contemplated ; that ia,
to induce the Sultan to send an ambassador or representative
here, but it is a precedent that I for one cannot undertake to
sanction ; for if you give #10,000 to entertain this person,
it will be such a precedent as will not ensble you to discrimi¬
nate between others who may come hereafter under similar
circumstances. I will answer for it that, under this prece¬
dent, you will have agents,»perhaps, from the Emperor of
Morocco, from the Emperor of Japan, from 8iam, and all the
other small States ; and how are you to discriminate }

Mr. FOOTE. We do not want to discriminate.
Mr. BUTLER. I have great reepect for the proposition

which is made here, because it comes to us under very high
sanction ; but I would rather suppose that in this stage of the
world, when the facilities of communication are ao gteat, And
an enlarged intercourse is kept up between nations by mutual
agents, this plan of promoting intercourse by marks of hospi¬
tality, would have ceased. Eistern hospitality forms no

part of the law of nations, and it is too vague in its nature
for us to form any safe precedents from it j and for such I shall
not vote.

Mr. PRATT. I wish for some information to enable roe
to give my vote satisfactorily to myself. I would ask the
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cabs,) or any other gentleman
who is able to do so, to answer me this question. Suppose
this diplomatic agent had been accredited to any other civi¬
lized Government in the world, would the hospitality which
is proposed to be tendered to him by this appropriation be
given to him there ? I wish that question answered, because
if any other civilized Government would do what we are now
asked to do, I am not disposed on the part of this Govern¬
ment to refuse to do what other Governments would do in a
similar case. As to the amount of the appropriation, I think,
considering the usagea of the Eastern countries, it ir not st
all too large. Their domeelic arrangements and their mode
of living are on an expensive scale, and I apprehend, there-
tore, that the appropriation ia not at all too large.

Mr. BENTON. This is the first time that we have re¬
ceived an agent of this kind from Asia» for though Constan¬
tinople ia in Europe, it is an Asiatic Empire, and I think that
sound policy requires us to act as other Governments do to¬
wards their representatives. I am in favor of tendering the
hospitalities of the United 8tates to this agent, and I shall
therefore vote for the amendment.

Mr. DICKINSON. I believe they have a minister or

agent of some kind at the Court of St. James, and if they do,
they doubtless find the custom thus. The first moment the
minuter arrives there, the bead waiter of the Premier calls
on him to be paid a considerable amount, from five to fifty
guineas, accoiding to hia liberality. Now, I suppose if this
functionary went there, he would be called upon to pay accor¬

dingly. If, therefore, we ahould follow the customs of other
Governments, we should make tbem pay when they come
here in the character of diplomatic agents, instead of paying

Mr. CASS. I ha*# but a word to say, and then I will

not treapaai again apon the Senste. I wish merely to say,
iQ reply to Inqdry of the 8en»tor from Maryland, (Mr.
Pmxtt,) tfcM I balove the Turkieh ministers at all the court*
in Europe am »u[ported by the country to which they are

sent. 1 kMW that when I was in France, the French Gov-
emment to^t and furnished for the use of the Turkish am-
b&ssador OM of tht m jet splendid palace* in Pari*, the rent
of which eogM not have been leas than five or six thousand
dollars. W

,Mr. DAYTON. Let me state sinother (act with regard
to the cuetoow of bese foreign Governments, in reference to
those very d«Mtiots to which the 8enator from New York
(Mr. DJOUJWW) has alluded. I recently saw a work treat¬
ing upon theaubjet, iu which it «u stated that even at this
day it frewf ary, on the part of the British Government,
when ail jfnkaawint is about to leave their court, in a delicate
way to pfli at his tfapoaal a thousand pounds ; and a minister
has at iwiiaposa' merely five hundred pounda, with a view
of mearing the wry gratuities which they are called upon to
make. Our rapasenUtive has never been permitted, owing
to the ¦.Htatonal provision, to touch any thing of this
kind ( bat this tabit prevails now even at the Court of 8t.
Jamea. "K

^ ,Theyaakandoays on the amendment having been ordered,
were takajL aad fesulted as fallows :

YEAS^Mesm. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, BeU, Benton,
Berries, Caw. Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davie, ot Masaacbu-
aetta, PillM. Dowlas, Dawns, Bwing, F'eloh, Foots, Ureene,
Gwin, f£s*7 Houston, Hunter, Jones, Manguin, Morton,
Pearee, Piratt, Rus't, Reward, Shields, Smith, Soule, Wales,
Walker, and Winthrop.35. .NAYS.Messrs. Bvrowell, Bright, Butler, Chase, Davis,
of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin,
Dodge, of lows, Hamlin, Kimr, Mason, Norris, Sebastian,
Spruanee, Sturgeon, Tunwy, Underwood, and Yulee 19.
8o the amendment was adopted.
Mr. DAVI8, of Mississippi. I oTer the following amend¬

ment :

" For continuing the publication oithe works of the explo¬
ring expedition, including the printing of the charts, the pay
of scientific corps, salary ofthe hortieilturist, and care of the
collections, twenty-five thousand dollirs."

Mr. Davis. That is an amendmentl was directed by the Li¬
brary Committee to offer to the 8enate The greater part ofthe
appropriation is for work already done a already contracted for,
except the salaries ofsome persons wh«are engaged in writing
out the results oftha exploring expeditbn. The memorandum
before roe gives tha items. The salaria of Professors Agassiz,
Torry, Grsy, and De Gould, printing engraving, binding,
and contingent expenses mske up the whole amount of the
appropriation. This is a matter whicl has been discussed by
the 8enate on a former occasion, and aipropriationa have been
made heretofore for the publication of the matter collected by
the exploring expedition of the United 8tates.

Mr. ATCHI80N. For a good miny years we have been
making appropriations for something >r other connected with
this exploring expedition. I desire» know how much has
already been paid for publishing the nsults, in its all branches,
of this exploring expedition }

Mr. DAVIS. Tha chairman ol the Committee on the
Library (Mr. P*a«ci) will be ableto give you the informa¬
tion better than I can.

Mr. PEARCE. I do not kn«w that I can -nswer that
question with precision. I havi answered it upon several
different occasions, after msking *n exact calculation of the
money expended. I think the last estimate waa $64,000.
There ia no doubt that the work in question is a very expen¬
sive one. It is necessarily so, and would be so under any
administration, in any country. The original calculation was
that $100,000 would be enoujh to complete the publications,
which ara very expensive, aad of a most costly character,
requiring a vast deal of engraving, beautifully illustrated, acd
printed in the finest style. Congress has already authorizeu
the publication of the result! of this expedition, and the com¬

mittee are charged with seeing that they are published. Tke
contrac a were made under that authority several years sgo,
when neither my friend from Mississippi (Mr. Davis) nor

myself were members of tho committee, and it is in pursuance
of the contract tbua originally made that the work is now

going on. We have published more than half of the volumes
propoaed to be published, and we have finiahed much the
larger portion of the engraving, which is the expensive part
of the work. Wa now have Professors Agassiz, Torry, Gray,
and Gould, and aoms other acientific gentlemen engaged
in completing the residue of the reports. I hope the work
will be complete in about two years, but it is absolutely ne¬

cessary that this appropriation ahoold be made, unless the
Government meads to make the committee break faith with
the contractors. There are between eight and nine thousand
dollars in arrears for printing and engraving done, and there
will eoon he sixteen or seventeen thousand-

Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to ask one other question.
I am perfectly willing to pay for work which has been con¬

tracted for; but is this the last sppropnation we shall be
called upon to make ?

Mr. PEARCE. It will not be. I have stated that I sup¬
posed the work would be completed in about two years, and
at least another appropriation of the same amount, or nearly
so, will be asked for.
The amendment was then agreed to.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I offer the following amend¬

ment :
» For the extension of the Capitol by wings, according to

such plans as may be adopted by the joint committee ot both
Houses of Congress, one hundred thousand dollars for each
winr. This appropriation to be expended under the direction
of the President ot the United States, and he sha 1 be author¬
ized to appoint an architect to carry out the plan or plans
afiich may be adopted as aforesaid."
The 6enate Committee on Public Buildings hsve had this

matter for some time under their consideration, and have in¬

spected various plsns of different architects. They have so

far decided upon a plan as to enable them to mske an esti¬

mate which they think will approach very nearly to the
amount required. The Committee of the House of Repre¬
sentatives having acted with that of the Senate, and, not hav¬
ing attempted to decide upon the details, it has been left to
the Joint Committee to decide hereafter upon the plan. The
plan which is now before me baa been exhibited in the Senate,
and ia perhaps the one which will be adopted. It is to extend
the cspitol north and south by wings transversely to the axis

of the capitol, throwing the halls of the 8enate and House of
Representatives into the opposite wings.
The amendment was agreed to.

Mr GWIN. I now offer the amendment which I pro¬
posed'to come in after line 980, for the erection of a custom¬
house at 8an Francisco :

«. For the erection of a new custom-house at San Francisco,
to contain rooms for the post office in that city, for the ac¬

commodation of its officers aad also rooms for the United
States District Court, for the accommodation ot its officers
and other Government officera in Calitorn.ai until the whole
building is needed for custom-house purpoaea, $100,000. Pro¬
vided, ^That said building shall be exempted from all State
and city taxation."

This i« recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury as

being highly neceasary. A special sgent has been sent to

California for the purpose of making an examination into the
matter, and he haa msde a report, from which I will read a

few extracts :
_

«. in a revenue point of view, the District of Upper Califor¬
nia now ranks with the five principal ports of the Union, the
revenue collected being equal if not greater in amount than
that of the port of New Orleana." *

«.The only public building belonging to the United States
at San Francisco is an old dilapidated " adobe " building, for¬
merly conatructed and ueed by the Mexican Government as a

custom-house. It is inconveniently arranged, insecure, and
altogether unfit to be uaed for custom house purposes at that
noit. The lot on which the building aUnda ia conveniently
situated for a custom-house, fronting on Portsmouth square
875 feet, with a depth of 60 feet. The building at present
occupied as a custom-house ia a substantial and commodious
four-story brick building, partially fire proof, conveniently
situated tor business, and taken by the collector at a rent of
three thousand dollara per month, which, according to the
rates ruling at San Franciaeo, is not considered unreasonable;
and 1 do not think a building of similar capacity and character
can be leased on more favorable terms. I am clearly ol
opinion, however, that it it would prove economical on the
t>art of the Government to oonstruct a suitable fire-proot
building upon the old custom-bouse lot on Portsmouth square,
in which accommodations might also be provided for the post
offics. From information obtained at San Francisco, I leel
very confident that a building of the deacription referred to
can"be constructed for two hundred thousand dollara."

«. A public marine hospital at said port ia required, or some

arrangements authorized by law to contract with the propri¬
etors of private hospitals to board and take charge of sick
and disabled seamen entitled to the benefits of the hospital
tund. The present charges for these services are so far bt
rond the rates existing on the Atlantic seaboar*I that special
legislative authority ia thought to be necessary to meet the
case. Should it b« deemed expedient to erect a building Tor
the nurpoae, it might be placed upon a portion of the ground
reserved for Government objects at the aforesaid port."
The Secretary of the Treasury, on the 17th instsnt, in

sending in this report also recommonds the erection of a cua-

tom house. He says ;
. ¦The large amount of revenue firom customs collected at

San Franciaco, and the extent of ita commerce, render it ne-

oessarv that ample provlaion be made for the accommodation
of ihe officers of the customs and the prompt and economical

'discharge of their important duties. To this end, I deem it

adviwble that an approp u iation be made for the comtruction
or a new custom-house at that place."
t^|[' HALE. I suggest to the Senator from California,

whether it would not be proper, in accordance with what ha#
beea done in regard to other place*, to propose tome limit to
this appropriation. I think it should be understood that there
is to be a limit t« the amount. I should be perfectly content
to add another cipher to the amount, so as to make it two mil¬
lions, so that it should be fairly understood that we mean to
unit the amount.
Mr. GYVIN. I am perfectly willing to have a limitation

to the amount, and to leave it to the Secretary of the Treasu¬
ry whether an iron buildiog shall be constructed in this part
of the countnr and sent out there; or whther a building shall
be erected of such materials as can be had there. If an iron
building be sent out there it will mot probably cost more than
»200,000 ; whereas if a buildiog is erected of the materials to
be had there it will coat a great deal more than that sum. I
am perfectly willing that it should be left to the discretion of
the Secretary of the Treasury.

rbe amendment was agreed to, as follows :
" For the erection of a new custom-house at San Franciico,'

to contain rooms for the Post Office in that city, for the ac-

s?^«°rSU.0° r"* rooms for the United
^

^aurt» *>«¦ the aooomiuadauoa of its officers
and other Ooveroment officers in California, until the whole

thZISSt ! cJ1»oni-touie purposes, one hundred
Utousaad dollars; Provided that said building shall be exempt
from all State and city taxation, and providedfurther, that the
whole cost of the same shall not exceed four hundred thousand
dollars.

Mr. GWIPf. I have another amendment'which I wiah to
offer. It is to insert, betweej lines 679 and680, "For the
construction of a marine hospital at 8an Francisco, in the
State of California, $60,000."
The amendment was agreed to, as follows
" For the construction of a marine hospital, to be located

by the Secretary of the Treasury at or near San Franciico, in
the State of California, $50,000."

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am instructed by the select com¬

mittee, to which was referred the memorial of Charles Ellet,
to move as an amendment to this bill the appropriation of the
>ium of $20,000 for the exploration and survey contemplated
by the memorialist for the purpose of determining the practi¬
cability of the improvement of the Ohio river.
The amendment was read as follows :

. .J® making hydrographical and topographical surveys to
eeide upon the practicability and cost of improving the navi¬

gation of the Ohio river, by a system of reservoirs to serve as
,n P*1"*!* low water, according to the plans pro-
j j iI ' J,ot' Jr*» cn,H engineer, the sum of twenty

thouiand dollars; the money to be expended under the direc¬
tion ol the Secretary of the Treasury, and the surveys, with

M ilu""? observation, measurements, reconnoissances, and
estimates, to be made by mixed commission of topographical
UniteTstaete?"W:^,, t0 ^ by theoY the

Mr. ATCHISON. I call for the yeas and nays on that
amendment. I wont to record my vote against this and all
other measures that I consider humbugs.

Mr. DICKINSON. I wish to suggest that there were

many amendments at first, and a very large amount appro¬
priated in this bill, and that if it ia made an omnibus to carry
every thing, it will certainly break down the bill itself. If this
is recommended by the select committee, and they tbink the
object worthy of the appropriation, I hope they will bring in
toeir bilL

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi I am sorry that my friend
from Missouri (Mr. Atcbisow) decides upon this question so

suddenly. I think there is no doubt of the practicability of
the plan of constructing reservoirs, so as to give the Ohio
three feet of water, at all seasons. I think it demonstrable
that it may be done. This matter was investigated by very
competent men, before the pamphlet of Mr. Eliot was pub¬
lished by the Smithsonian Institute, and before the report was

made to the Senate upon which this appropriation is based.
I treat this, net as a proposition of internal improvement by
the Federal Government, but as a proposition to make a sur-

vey. And more than that, the report stated that it was not
intended that the Government ahould carry out the plan, if
it should be found practicable ; but it has a special reference
to the commerce of the Ohio river, by stating its ability to
bear the cost of making this improvement*

I will take this occasion to say, that there are many difficul¬
ties involved, even after you have settled upon the thing as

practicable. First, the several 8tates may object to the build¬
ing of these dams. It may be that the prcject cannot be cat¬
ena out on thai account. I should object to making an ap¬
propriation out of the Treasury of the l/nited State?, to exe¬

cute the plan, if it can be carried into effect, but I would not

object after the survey had been made, and the plan adopted,
to laying a certain charge upon the tonnage of the river, the
people to be benefited paying that charge by which the im¬
provement is to be made. I think in that manner we may
make an improvement without iacumbering the constitutional
question at all; because I consider it a different matter to

compel persons interested, to contribute a fund for an improve¬
ment of this kind, from drawing the means out of the general
resources of the country. This appropriation, however, is
merely^to make a survey so as to decide whether or not such sn

improvement is practicable. It is believed, and I expect truly,
that the officers of the Government have not only more science
than others who could make this survey, but they have all
the instruments necessary to make such survey with great ac¬

curacy ; and that such surveys must be made by the General
Government, if they are to be relied on at all. And this
work, if executed, must be executed- by the General Govern¬
ment, because no State would have the authority to do iu

Mr. EWING. As has been well said, this sppropriation
is merely made for an exploration which will enable the ques¬
tion to be decided with perfect certainty whether the pro-
posed improvement can be made, and what will be the expense
of nuking it. It is an easy matter to determine what is the
quantity of water that flows in the Ohio river in its lowest
stages, and it can be readily ascertained how much passes a

given point in a minute, an hour, or a day. And the quan¬
tity that flows in the river when it is navigable for ordinary
boats can also be easily told. Ol course, the quantity that it
will be necessary to pour in from a reservoir in order to keep
the river up to the navigable point, can be determined. Then
by determining the quantity of ground necessary to be con¬

verted into reservoirs, and whether the streams above the
reservoirs will fill them, you can decide whether the improve¬
ment can be made or not, or whether it is so far practicable
as to warrant the expenditure necessary to make it. Scientific
men have thought it can be done, and have recommended it.
1 think, therefore, the appropriation ought to be made.

Mr. BADGER. This|h anjimportant amendment, and, as

there are several other amendments to be offered, it is quite
obvious we cannot get through with the bill to day ; I there¬
fore move that the Senate do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate adjourned.
Friday, September 20, 1850.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move to take up for consideration
the joint resolution to amend a resolution offered the 10th of
August 1850, relative to the land payments, or interest on the
war bounty scrip.

Mr. Ukdkbwoop said : The Senate will remember that
some time ago I offered a resolution providing for the pay¬
ment of interest on war bounty scrip that might hereafter be
presented for redemption at the treasury. It was passed, but
prior to its passage a good deal of scrip bad been piesented,
and the principal paid without interest, and hence it became
necessary to amend it so as to allow interest to be paid on

scrip which had thus been redeemed. The practice of the
Government had been, where notice had not been given of
the assignment, to enter the intere»t to the credit of the origi¬
nal holder of the scrip. The original resolution provided that
the interest wbich had accrued after the assignment should
be paid to the assignee after the scrip was presented. That
passed, and ction has been had upon it. But before the
passage of the resolution a good deal of scrip had been pre¬
sented, on which the Government paid the principal, and not
the iaterest; and this amendment is now required to pay the
interest which had accrued before the passage of the first
resolution.
The resolution was reported to the Senate, and ordered to

be engrossed for a third reading.
POST ROUTE8 IN THE UNITED STATES.

On the motion of Mr. RUSK, the 8enate proceeded to the
consideration of House bill No. 385, entitled "A bill to
estsblish certain post routes in the United States."

Mr. K178K. The Committee on the Post Office and Post
Rosds have reported various amendments to this bill. They
have looked over it very carefully, and these amendments
are all put in regular order, so that no difficulty can arise
about them. The amendments are generally known to 8ena .

tora, and therefore I move that the question be taken upon
the amendments together.
The amendments were adopted.

»h?K Lh* rir, RU8K* tsrenl oth#r *men,lments
which he offered at the request of individual Senators, were

slso adopted. The bill and the amendments aimply establish
the several port route, through every State and Territorv in
the Union, the enumeration of which in the bill occupy
nearly sixty pagea.

"

Mr. RU8K. I have alao an amendment, consisting of
several additional sections, which I send to the chair, and d« -

sire that it may be read. I
The amendment waa read aa follows :

Be it enacted, ZJc. That there (hall be appointed by the
President, with the content of the Senate, a Deputy Postmas-
ter General for California and Oregon, who shall reside at
San Francisco, and receive a salary of.- per annnm. He
shall exercise and perform withio California and Oregon all
the powers and duties by law vested in the Postmaster Gew-
ral, so fsr as the same shall be assigned to him by the Poet-
master General, subject to his supervision, direction, and m«
structions; and shall make of his proceedings, and of the coo-
dition of tlie post offices and mail service within his jurisdic¬
tion, such reports as the Postmaster General shall direct, and
employ such number of clerks, and at such salary as the Post-
matter General shall allow.

Sec. 2. jbui be itfurther enacted, There shall be appointed
by the President, with the consent of the Senate, a post office
auditor for California and Oregon, who shall reside at San
Francisco, and receive a salary of..¦ dollars per annum. It
shall be his duty to audit and settle, aoeording to law, all
claims and accounts of postmasters with the Post Office De-.
partment, arising or accruing in California or Oregon, and to

periorm all duties in regard to said claims and aecouats, and
such other duties aa shall be assigned to him by the Secretary
ot the Treasury, (or Postmaster General,) in the same man¬

ner that the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office De¬
partment is now required to perform like duties, and to trans¬
mit to said Department, addressed^to the Auditor thereof, a

quarterly statement, exhibiting the amount of its revenues
derived trom postages collected in California and Oregon,
and the amount of its expenditures therein for each of the fol¬
lowing objects, namely : Compensation to postmasters; trans¬

portation of the mails t ship, steamboat, and way letters ;
wrapping-paper» office furniture ; advertising 4 mail-bags 4
blanks; mail locks, keys, and stamps ; mail dsipredatiaas and
special agents | clerks for offices ; and miscellaneous ; is or¬
der that the same may be carried to the eredit and debit of the
appropriation for the service ot the Post Office Department
on the books of the Auditor for said Department; and said
Auditor may employ such number of clerks at such salaries as
the Secretary of the Treasury shall aHow.
Sec. 3. Jtnd be itfurther enacted, The Postmaster General

may order the dead letters in the post offices in California and
Oregon to be returned to and opened at San Franeiseo, instead
ot being sent to the General Post Office. He may dia-
pense with advertising proposals for carrying the mails in
California and Oregon in the papers in the city of Wash¬
ington, and he may allow to postmasters there a commission
for their compensation not exceeding seventy-five per cent on

the amount of postage received at their respective offices, in¬
stead of the amount now fixed by law.

Sec. 4. And be itfurther enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the Secretary of the Navy, in addition to the mail service of
once each month by him already contracted for under the
fifth section of an act entitled " An act providing for the
building and equipment of four naval steamships," approved
March Tour, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, to contraet, on
behalf of the United States, for the transportation of the mails
in steamships between Panama and San Francisco, and the in¬
termediate ports, another time each month, each way, in such
manner as to connect with the mail arriving twice each month at

Chagres, on the Atlantic, so as to make two mails each way to
San Francisco. 0,

Mr. TURIVEY. I think this amendment ought to be ex¬

plained. It seems to contain very important sections, and !
think they ought not to be paned without investigation. It
is proposed to transfer a branch of the Post Office Depart¬
ment to California, and to invest it with all the power* within
the limi'.s of that district which appertain to the Postmaster
General in the remainder of the United 8tstes, and to give to
the branch thus created officers to carry these provisions into
operation. In [fact it is to create a colony in relation to the
Post Office Department in California. It strikes me that a

measure of such importance, and introducing so great a change
in the Post Office Department, deserves more consideration
than we can give to it during the short period remaining of
the present session. I certainly am not prepared to vote for
such an amendment without ample explanation.

Mr. WALKER. I am sorry to see that amendment offer¬
ed. It sounds to me a little like a melancholy acknowledg¬
ment that we have extended our dominion a little too far. It
is a peculiar proposition. It may not be designed as an ac¬

knowledgment of the kind I mention, but it certainly so im¬
presses itself upon my mind, and it excites in me rather a
peculiar train of thought. 8ir, the Federal bead of this Got-
ernment established by the constitution seems for the first time
in our history about to be sundered, and to be distributed be¬
tween two portions of the republc. That amendment, it ap¬
pears to me, points the first finger to the establishment of an

eastern and a western empire. I think the 8enator from
Tennessee may well remark that it is a singular proposition.
I certainly think it is one of too great important to be suffi¬
ciently considered in the short spaA* of tidMSrhich is yet left
us, considering all the other urgent busiMM "which is still be¬
fore us. For my part, I earnestly hope that it may be considered
more thoroughly and deeply than we can possibly have time
to consider it during the present session, and I trust the Sena¬
tor will withdraw it.

Mr. RU8K. I am surprised that this proposition has ex¬

cited any astonishment at this time, for it was reported by
the committee more than six months ago, in answer to a me¬

morial presented to the Senate by merchants of the cities of
Boston and New York. One proposition is to increase the
mails between this part of the Uoitol Slates and Oregon. At
present the mail passes between New York and Chagres
twice a month, and from Panama to 8an Francisco only once
a month, and great inconvenience is the necessary result.
O j this subject petitions have come to the Senate fiom mer¬

chants of Boston and New York for an increase of the mails
on the Pacific side. I think it is due that the mail service
there should be increased, so as to obviate the inconvenience
of which complaints are now so justly made.
The other propositions in the bill are based upon sugges¬

tions of the Postmaster General. I have struggled hard to

get the bill up for a long time, but little matters, of a local
character altogether, have been pressed forward so as to render
it impossible for me to get the bill before the Senate. The
compensation which is allowed to postmasters, under the law,
in other sections of the United States, will not secure the ser¬

vices of men capable of discharging the business at those dis¬
tant parts of the Union. The existing state of things there ia
peculiar ; labor commands a great price ; consequently the
amount of commissions given to a postmaster in any other
part of the United States will not be sufficient to procure the
services of a postmaster there. We have no msil route t*

California by land. We ought to have one promptly. The
examination ofaccounts, and the superintendence of the mail
service, cannot be well performed when the superintendents
have to travel by the way of Panama on account of the length
of time required. The returns which are made for one quar¬
ter do not reach the Department here until the next quarter
has passed. A six months' voyage has to be made to get the
accounts audited here, when it might be as well done there
by an agent appointed for the purpose. The Postmaster
General conld send one of his assistants out there for the pur¬
pose of superintending these mail affairs. He sends his mail
agents every where, and yet mail agents in Missouri do not

point to a separation of this Union. No, sir. The separa¬
tion, or the danger of separation, will not come from the
extremes.

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Not at all.
Mr. RUSK. If from any quarter, that danger may ba

looked for here. Agitation here may throw off the extremes,
but from the extremes no danger need be anticipated. This
amendment looks to nothing of that description. It was sub¬
mitted upon the suggestion of the Postmaster General. It
was sent in when the first petitions were received from Boa-
ton and New Yoik on the subject. The bill was drawn up
by the Postmaster General, after mature deliberation, and the
bill in relation to the Auditor there was also drawn up by him,
after the whole subject had been examined fully and thorough¬
ly, and by him sent to me.

Mr. WALKER. The speech of the honorable Senator
from Texas sounds to me very much like his proposition.
Now, sir, if it was reduced to the smallest possible spice into
which it could be reduced, it amounts to nothing more or less
than an acknowledgment that our territory has been so far ex¬
tended that it cannot be managed by the old machinery of the
Government. Well, supposie that it cannot be done for a

year or two, owing to peculiar circumstances, the time it is to

be hoped will come, and that shortly, when facilities of com¬
munication in regard to that country will be as great as they
now are in the oldest aettled parts of the United States. I

think, therefore, that it certainly will be better to submit to

the u.conveniences under .hich we may labor tor a short

time than to take this very unadvised step. The Senator

from Texas says that there is no fesr of a separation coming
from the extremes of the country

Mr. RU8K. Will the Senator permit me to interrupt him f

Mr. WALKER. Certainlv.
Mr. RU8K. I do not wish to encroach upon that portion

of the day which is set spert for the business ot California,
although this is s part of the business which appertains to

that State. I will therefore withdraw this amendment now,

and I give notice, at th® same time, in order that gentlemen
may have an opportunity of examining this matter, that on

the'first dsy when I can do so, I will move ta take up thia

proposition as a separate measure.
....

Mr. WALKER. I will ask permiasion to finish the sen¬

tence which I was uttering when the Sen*tor interrupted ma.
The Senator from Texas says that there is no danger of a se¬

paration of the Union from the extremes. Here, however, ia
a proposition coming from one of the extremes which, to ma,

evidently appear* to lead to that result.
The amendment was then withdrawn.
Mr. 8EBA8TL\N. I wish to offer the following amend¬

ment :
" ,tnd be it further enacted, That the third section of um


